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Consequences of rapid population growth 

What do we mean by rapid population growth? 

    - is a fast increase of population in number  

   -is the result of high birth rate than death rate 

Although human resource is a key for the development of one country, when the population 

growth and economic growth are not balanced, over population will be a problem for that country. 

Rapid population growth, especially in developing or poor countries ,will have at least the 

following two major effects. 

1.imbalance between resources and needs 

Rapid population growth contributes for high demand of basic needs of individuals. Yet, in over 

populated areas  there are many people who cannot meet their basic needs. The imbalance of 

resources and needs due to rapid population growth may lead to:- 

 shortage of food supply-one of the most basic need threatened by over population is food. 

 high pressure on natural resources supply 

 school will have overcrowded class rooms  

 shortage of educational materials, even many children may not get the chance to go to 

school. 

 problems on access to modern and better health services  

 problem of job opportunity and unemployment 

 environmental degradation due to deforestation and soil erosion. 

2.povert 

 what is poverty? 

-is a state of being extremely poor 

 -is a state of being inferior in quality or insufficient amount of money to satisfy the basic needs. 

-is about not having enough money for the basic needs such as food clothing and shelter. 

 Types of poverty 

There are two types of poverty. These are:- 

 Absolute poverty 

     Is poverty that occurs when people cannot obtain adequate resources (measured in terms of calories or      
    nutrition)to support  a minimum level of physical health.  
    It is seen on people whose daily income is below the poverty line. Absolute poverty can be eradicated. 

 Relative poverty. 



  Is poverty when people do not enjoy the minimum level of living standard as determined by the 
government (and enjoyed by the majority of the people).Relative poverty occurs everywhere, and may 
never eradicated. 

 Poverty line  
Is the estimated minimum level of income needed for the secure the necessities of life.The 
international extreme poverty line  of the poor countries is $ 1.90 per day. 

Work sheet 2. 

NAME_________________________SECTION______  

I.Write true if the statement is correct and false if it is incorrect 

_____1.Rapid population growth is fast increase of a population in number. 

_____2.One of the most basic need threatened by over population is food. 

_____3.Poverty refers to having enough wealth to satisfy our basic needs. 

_____4.Rapid population growth is one of the causes for countries to be less developed. 

II.Choose the correct answer for the following questions  

___1.The Imbalance between resources and needs due to rapid population growth may lead to 

           A.Shortage of food   C.high pressure on natural resources 

       B.Shortage of educational materials D.All of the above 

____2.When people are unable to enjoy the minimum level of living standard that enjoyed by the majority  

          people, they are in 

        A.Absolute poverty.    C.Level below the poverty line. 

        B.Relative poverty.   D.A and C. 
 

III.Give short and clear answers for the following questions. 

1. How rapid population growth occurs? 

    ______________________________________________________________ 

 2. When do rapid population growths be a problem for one country? 

      _______________________________________________________________ 

3. Howmuch is the international extreme poverty line of poor counties?_____________________. 

4.What are the two major consequences of rapid population growth in one country? 

_____________________________________, ___________________________________ 

5.What are the basic differences between absolute and relative poverty? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.List the effects of the imbalance of resources and needs due to rapid population growth. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 


